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nfague school election Tuesday

•-^DEBBIE HUNT-Fremont girl's Varsity basketball
coach, was presented the Grand Rapids Press' 1978 Coach
of the Year award at halftlme of a recent Fremont boy's

basketball game. Presenting the award Is John Haan of
the newspaper. Debbie Is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard Hunt of Montague.

A n o t h e r Hooker suit
BY JIM HOOS
Obaerver-News Staffwrlter
GENESSEE COUNTY -- Attorney General
Frank Kelley has filed another suit against
Hooker Chemical Co. The Montague TownstSp firm was sued last week, along with
Approved Industrial Removal, Inc. of Grand
Rapids and Berlin & Farro Liquid Incineration Co. of Swartz Creek.
The suit, filed in Genessee Circuit Court,
charges Berlin & Farro failed to comply with
a DNR agreement to clean up a stream and
s^,contaminated with toxic industrial wastes
and to stop toxic materials disposal near a
Flint site.
Approved was included in the suit
because it is accused of hauling the
chemicals, which included deadly C-56, to the
incineration company even though they
alUgedly knew Berlin & Farro did not have a
vaiid license to receive and incinerate liquid
wastes.
Berlin & Farro had its license suspended
in 1975 by the DNR for reportedly "reckless
mishandling" several toxic chemicals.
And Hooker, the third party in the suit,
w ^ charged simply because it generated the
wiste chemcials.
DNR Director Howard Tanner maintained

it's the first time in the history of Michigan
that the state has brought one suit against
each of the parties to the pollution-the
generator, the hauler and the disposer of the
waste.
Tanner added that he hoped it would set a
precedent for future toxic waste prosecution.
Approved has also felt the state's sting
before.
The Grand Rapids wastehauler agreed in
January to pay all cleanup costs and pay the
state $18,000 in fines for illegally burying
tanks containing 7,500 gallons of C-56 in a
Montcalm County landfill
Half of that C-56 has been buried in a
federally approved disposal site in Arkansas,
according to Kelley's press secretary, Patrick
Murphy, and the other half (4,000 gallons) is
sitting in a mobile tank in Hooker's back
yard.
"The material that could be pumped out
was sent to Arkansas," said Milo Harrison.
"The plan were studying would compress
that tank containing the remaining residue (it
bonded to the tank's wells) and bury it in the
pit to be constructed."
Harrison, the Vice-President of Hooker,
said Approved had a 1972 agreement with
Hooker to take away the residue and have it
incinerated.

Fruitvale-31 corner
slated for blinker light
BY JIM HOOS
Observer-News Staffwrlter
MONTAGUE TOWNSHIP -The Business
31 and Fruitvale Road intersection will
probably get a blinking light this year,
Montague Township Supervisor Roger Simon
reported.
Local residents had become alarmed at
number of accidents at the comer and
wanted something done.
So Simon drew up a petition asking for a
light at the intersection. But before it was
circulated, he received a call from Mike Jones
of the State Department of Transportation

MONTAGUE-Voters in the Montague
Area Public Schools district will go to the
polls next Tuesday to consider the school
board's request for millagef.
The operating millage (21.6 mills) expires
with this winter's tax collection. The Board of
Education asks the people to renew the 21.6
mills for the coming year and to slightly
increase the millage to 23 mills for the
following two years, 1980 and 1981.
"If the voters approve the request the
school can operate for three years without
another millage election, assuming no financial catastrophe befalls u s , " said Richard E.
Wragg, Superintendent.
"Local taxes, state aid, and the use of the
school district's fund equity (savings) will
provide sufficient funds to run the district
through June, 1982.
"Your Board of Education presently
conducts a solid, basic instructional program
including cxtra-curricular activities, for the
students. Tney also engage a competent
staff, pay them reasonable, and see to the
safety of the students and employees. They

Chemical

provide suitable instructional and other kinds
of tools and materials for those employees to
do their jobs.
"Always concerning themselves with the
limited funds available, your board is
providing the children with the best possible
education. Your sons and daughters measure
very highly on the Michigan Educational
Assessment Tests and our high school Quiz
Bowl team recently won the academic
championship of G a s s C schools conducted
by TV Channel 35.
"The millage requested will almost
certainly not enrich the present educational
program-but it will allow us to 'hold our own'
in the face of inflationary costs. Oh yes!
Inflation hits the school just like it hits each of
us at home, "Wragg saidvtDon't forget to vote on Tuesday, March
20, 1979. Polling places are at the Rothbury
and Oehrli school buildings and are open
from 7:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. Absent
voter ballots are available in the superintendent's office through March 17th at 2:00
p.m.

cleanup plan

BY JIM HOOS
Observer-News Environmental Writer
MONTAGUE
TOWNSHIP -- Hooker
Chemical Corp. maintains its SI 1.5 million
fund for cleaning up the toxic waste disposal
area and local groundwater should meet the
state clean up demands.
Although Attorney General Frank Kelley
has filed suit in Ingham District Court for
$15-20 million. Hooker Vice-President Milo
Harrison said the money his company has set
aside is designed to meet the clean up plans
discussed in negotiations with the DNR.
"Our engineers say this sum would meet
all the work needed for the state's cleanup
plans," Harrison said. "But this sum doesn't
include operating costs after the immediate
priorities of the remedial cleanup plan are
met." .
It appears, therefore, that the Attorney
General's demands of a 50-year monitoring
program, a study determining the extent of
the contamination and fines for damages to
White Lake are not included in Hooker's
cleanup fund.

The fund, which was actually "donated"
by Hooker's parent company, Occidental
Petroleum, was set aside in February before
the Attorney General filed suit.
"Forecasting operating costs into the
future would be very difficult," stated
Harrison, "Until we reach an agreement with
the state."
Harrison said the excavation of contaminated materials and their subsequent burial
in a 10-foot clay-lined vault would constitute a
major portion of the cost. He added that the
demolition of the C-56 plant and the
cleansing of its contaminants will be undertaken, too.
"A purge well system designed to
intercept all of the groundwater which runs
through the area of contamination towards
White Lake will be constructed," continued
Harrison. "This water will pass through an
activated carbon filter and be cleaned."
Occidental, a California-based company,
reported $72 million in oil earnings in the
fourth quarter of 1978, but losses suffered in
its chemical sector and the $11.5 million
outlay reduced its total fourth quarter
earnings to $23.3 million.

AAr. Deli victim of breakin
BY UNDA UMSTEAD
Assistant Editor
MONTAGUE--Montague Police Department is investigating a breaking and entering
which occured Sunday morning between 4:30
a.m. and 12 noon at the Mr. Deli Sandwich

Shop on Dowling Street, Montague.
According to authorities, the loss is
reported to be $720 in cash.
The incident b still under investigation,
and officers are questioning suspects, but no
arrests have been made at this time.

(who had received several calls of his own
from local residents about the corner).
"He discussed it with other officials in the
department," Simon said, "and was 99
percent certain a blinking light would be
approved."
The township, which learned the state
wanted a street light installed in conjunction
with the blinker, went ahead and approved
the installation of a street light at the
intersection at last week's township meeting.
"Consumers Power installs the light,
poles and wire for free, continued Simon.
"All the state will have to do is hang the
blinker light on the same wire."
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